Literacy Stations...Fostering Independence in
Learning for Kindergarteners

Literacy stations, reading stations, centers... there are so many names to describe
such an engaging, interactive, and educational part of our day in Kindergarten!
Literacy is defined as the ability to read and write. During literacy stations, students
in my classroom can exercise their brains and practice their reading and writing
skills in many different ways independently. Literacy stations are exciting and
hands-on. A significant amount of modeling each activity is done in whole group
sessions before the activities are assigned to literacy stations. Literacy stations
allow for students to practice what they have learned.

One of our literacy stations is researching on our laptops. Currently,
students are researching different plants and animals in various
habitats. They are practicing their note-taking skills, as they record
facts from various informational websites. They also love to share
their research with our class! The excitement [ hear in their voices
when they are speaking so compassionately about their findings is
incredible!

Another literacy station my students enjoy is using the
iPad. Here, two students are challenging each other to
identify sounds in words quickly. They love the
competition, and they have so much fun while they are
learning! Who knew literacy could be so exciting!

Many of my literacy stations use the same materials, but the content
and expectations are significantly different from the fall until the
spring semester. Here, one of my students is using letters to build
consonant-vowel-consonant words. By now, he has enough

knowledge to decode all of the sounds in each word. When students
practice this literacy station at the beginning of the year, the

pictures have the letters provided for each word. Students use their
beginning letter identification skills to match the plastic letters to

each letter on the activity page. As the year progresses, this station l
develops to match the learning of each student. From matching

letters to matching only the beginning sounds, then to matching sounds for the
whole word, this station is a something where all students learn.
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We have many other literacy stations, but my most favorite of all is

the big books station. Here, students use oversized books with
enlarged print for various learning tasks. Students can be found

using highlighter tape to highlight specific letters, chunks, or

digraphs we are focusing on in each literacy unit. As our knowledge

in literacy progresses, students have the freedom to use big books as
they desire. From labeling pictures in the story with sticky notes to
writing out questions they have as they read, the big books station :
encompasses many literacy skills. In this picture, a student is usinga
sticky note to describe a text-to-self connection she is making as she
reads the story.

/

Time spent at literacy stations has been very beneficial for all of my students.
Setting up activities where students have multiple opportunities to practice reading
and writing independently at many different levels builds the confidence needed to
become proficient in all literacy skills!

Melissa Wells is in her 9th year of teaching elementary
education. She is passionate about igniting the love for
learning. When she’s not teaching, she enjoys attending
her student's extra-curricular activities and researching
the latest innovative trends in early childhood education.
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