
Research Projects Made Easy 
 

With the flooding amount of technology available to our youth, it is 
imperative for teachers to use those technological resources to their advantage.  
As a high school English teacher, it seems harder and harder to encourage 
students to stop reading the little screen in their hands and start reading the 
novel or article collecting dust on their desks.  As a result, adapting to this 
borderline addiction to technology seems to be one of the only ways to keep 
students reading things other than their Twitter newsfeed. 
  

LibGuides are a tool to use when asking students to conduct research, 
because not only do they encourage students to read new material, but they also 
support students in using resources beyond their beloved Lord Google.  A 
LibGuide is simply a technological way to present a research project to students.  
Instead of handouts and the usual boredom associated with assignments 
presented in such a manner, LibGuides present research projects to students in 
a web-based method.  Sit a class of youthful scholars in front of computer 
screens and watch 100 percent engagement ensue.   

 
The word “research” can be quite intimidating to many students, but 

LibGuides make a research project seem more manageable.  Students have 
numerous helpful links that will conduct them through reliable research, all in a 
one-page web format.  A LibGuide is jam packed with everything students will 
need: project parameters, rubrics, how to create a citation page, database search 
tools, etc.  It helps steers students away from their adored World Wide Web and 
into what they still deem resources that are approachable and user-friendly.   

 
Below is an example of a LibGuide used for a research project associated 

with William Golding’s Lord of the Flies.  In this small glimpse, it is clear to see 
that the project details are readily accessible (no more, “My dog ate my paper,” 
excuses), reliable databases are presented in an easy to use manner (goodbye, 
Wikipedia), and many more resources are available to make students more 
excited to read and research the novel (oh, the power of YouTube videos).  
LibGuides have awakened many technologically crazed students to the 
fascinating world of research.  It is safe to say, while using LibGuides, students 
are moving away from reading the small screen in their hands to reading the 
larger screen on their desk; technology filled with academia.  
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